
Changing Role of Libraries & 
Librarians: Experience of Drexel 

University Libraries 
Presentation by 

Jay Bhatt  

Delivered under MANLIBNET LECTURE SERIES 

At 

IIT Gandhinagar 

December 23rd, 2014 
 



 

 Student enrollment increasing 

 New programs emerging in various disciplines 

 Collaboration and team based projects 

 Critical thinking component 

 Group based brain storming 

 Learning through inquiry and dialog 

 Library as a place – new traits needed 

 

 

 

Academic learning vision 



 Source: http://www.clir.org/pubs/reports/pub129/freeman.html 
The Library as Place: Changes in Learning Patterns, Collections, Technology, and Use  

 

 

Libraries as Learning Laboratories 

 

http://www.clir.org/pubs/reports/pub129/freeman.html
http://www.clir.org/pubs/reports/pub129/freeman.html
http://www.clir.org/pubs/reports/pub129/freeman.html


 Rapidly evolving information 

 Keeping current 

 Disseminate information quickly 

 New knowledge generated at rapid space 

 New information needs 

 Critical 

 Sharing 

 

 

 Need for an Innovative Librarianship 
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Innovative 
librarian 

Collaborative 
mindset 

Tech Savvy 

Future 
Focused 

Embedded  
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 Partnership with stakeholders 

 With Faculties 

 Radical collaborations 

 Sharing of resources 

 Integrating the ideas  

 Interactive 

 Exchanging ideas 

 Quicker 

 Need based information 

 

 

 

Collaborative Mindset 

23/12/2014 6 



 Future role for librarians to support  

  trends 

 Embedding 

 Conversing 

 Collaborating 

 Communicating 

 Sharing expertise 

 Partnering with faculty members 

 Embedding space to enhance emerging roles 

Librarians as subject experts 
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Drexel Libraries – Engineering 
 

ttps 
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“You may love it or hate it but you just cant afford to ignore 

technology” 

 
 

Tech Savvy 
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 Number of students enrolled in engineering programs 
is increasing 

 New emerging areas  

 New strategic directions 

 Learning priorities 

 Information Literacy is one of the priorities 

 Need for outreach and information literacy instruction is 
growing  

 

 

Drexel Education 
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Information overload. 
More and more new resources are added or updated 

 Students need reinforcement to make research innovative 

 Practicing and refining students’ information gathering skills 
is critical 

 Strategic Directions 

 Connections theme 

 Introduce learners to information in scholarship that is unknown 
to them.  

 Support teachers’ efforts to equip students with information 
literacy skills to delve into the scholarship of their major.  

 

Why information literacy? 
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Drexel University Libraries: Strategic 
Plan - Connections 



Information awareness in the world 
of Information Overload 
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Not possible to move forward without it 

Next generation more advanced 

Learn new technology through 
 

Online tutorials 
Professional workshops 
Conferences   
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  Library Integration  

Source:  

  Librarian viewed as a collaborative teaching partner 

Christe et al. “Raising Interest in STEM Education: A Research-based Learning Framework”. 4th Annual IEEE Symposium on Emerging Trends in Library &  
Information Science, January 6-8 2015,  Delhi, India 



  Library Integration…  
 Furthers Access, Environments, Connections themes  
 Promotes interdisciplinary collaboration 
 Intimate awareness of actual information needs 
 Fosters life-long learning 



Drexel University Libraries – News 
and Events –  
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Apply it 
Technology advances very rapidly 
Social network with physical & digital nodes 
Team player 
Group work 
Benefit for whole organization rather self 

interest 
 Improve upon yourself 
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 Commitment to acquire new skills 

 Help others 

 Exchange of ideas 

 Self education 

 Participation in professional development programme 

 Sign up for webinars 

 Risk taker 

 Dreamer (of innovation) 

 

 

 

Future Focused 
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A Digital Collaborative Classroom – at Ohio 
State University 

 



 Responsible 

 Self learning 

 Sharing useful knowledge 

 C0nnection 

 Collaboration 

 Compassion 
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Exchange of Ideas 
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The Library Learning Terrace: Drexel 

University 

 



 Redefine 

 Applying knowledge & skills  

 Information challenges of the digital age 

 Out of the context of traditional library 

 On-site setting 

 Close collaboration with researchers /teaching faculty 

 Frequent interactions with  

Embedded Librarianship 
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 No more  reference desk 

 Consultation based 

 Information consultants 

 Go out and take ‘library’ with them to  educate 
students and faculty 

 Interactions 

 Convertsations 

 Learning from the users 
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Implications of Library 

20th century library 

 Content driven 

 Tangible objects 

 One way information 

 Focus on presentation & 
Display 

 Emphasis on enhancing  
knowledge 

 Acts independently 

 Located in Community 

21st century library 

 Content + Audience 

 Tangible + Digital objects 

 Multi directional 

 Focus on audience 
engagement & experiences 

 Emphasis on enhancing  
knowledge & 21st century skills 

 Acts highly collaboratively 

 Embedded in Community 
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 Communicate 

 Collaborate 

 Co-operate  - teamwork 

 Introspection 

 Queries  

 Data collection 

 

Emerging skill sets 
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 Active  

 Outgoing 

 Curious 

 Critical thinker 

 Ideas sharer 

 Alert to seek out new thoughts 

 Risk taker  

 Apply knowledge 

 

Emerging skill sets 

23/12/2014 34 



 Tech Savvy 

 Social Media Savvy 

 Social player 

 User friendly personality 

 Grasping the needs of academic community 

 Visionary approaches for meeting those needs 

 

Emerging Skills  
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Images of Library vision 
Source: http://www.knightfoundation.org/blogs/knightblog/2012/2/25/exploring-role-21st-

century-library-age-e-books-and-online-content/  
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     Innovation – Innovation –Innovation 
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 Thank you! 

 Would love to learn more from your experiences  

 Applicable to all disciplines 

 Thoughts and questions 

 Sincerest appreciation to Dr. Meeta Rathod 

 Jay Bhatt 

 Liaison Librarian for Engineering 

 http://www.library.drexel.edu/engineering 

 bhattjj@drexel.edu 

 215-895-1873 
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Fulfill our mission 


